
Vegetation Management  
 
How does the City decide where to spray herbicide? 
As part of the City of Auburn’s pest management strategy, non-chemical methods are prioritized in City operations, 
and chemicals are only used where necessary and then in concert with other weed control strategies.  The City 
limits herbicide usage to the control of noxious weeds and in landscape maintenance situations that would 
otherwise overwhelm available labor resources. City staff continually explore ways to reduce herbicide usage 
further. The ultimate goal in any treatment is to replace unwanted vegetation with appropriate native plants. In 
many cases herbicides are an effective tool for initial control of a problem. When used in combination with other 
control measures over time, problem areas may be converted to low-maintenance, desirable native plant 
communities where herbicide us in no longer needed. 
 
Do people who apply herbicides on public land need to have any certifications? 
Any staff member who applies restricted-use pesticides or uses power equipment to apply pesticides on public 
land is required by state law to be a Certified Public Operator. Auburn City staff are certified through the 
Washington State Department of Agriculture and required to complete continuing education training through 
organizations such as the King County Noxious Weed Program and the Washington State Cooperative Extension 
Integrated Pest Management Program.  Pesticide certification ensures that staff follow best management practices 
for proper use and handling of herbicides, ensuring safety of the applicator and the public, and minimizing risk or 
exposure to off-target species.  
 
Minimizing risk from herbicide use 
Two important factors in herbicide selection and use are potential risks to human health and the environment. It is 
our policy that any herbicide used on right of way is studied based on how we will be using the chemicals. If an 
herbicide is found to have a negative effect on human health or the environment, its use on roadsides is limited, 
phased out, or immediately stopped.  
 
Does the City spray blackberries? 
The City does NOT apply (herbicide) or any pesticides to blackberries that are allowed to flower or fruit.  
  
In the rare instance that the City needs to control blackberries with herbicide, staff first ensure that all 
flowering/fruiting stems are cut off and removed from the site so that they cannot be harvested by berry-
pickers.  In most instances that warrant herbicide use, the blackberry canes are cut to the ground and only the 
freshly cut stem is treated with herbicide.  
 
Are there any parks that have specific limitations on herbicide use? 
When herbicides are applied in parks, the operators post signs for the area being treated. The signs state “This 
Landscape Has Been Treated by the City of Auburn Parks Department”, the date, what herbicides are being 
applied, and “for more information, please call (253)931-3027”. We do give notice before spraying at Auburndale 
Park (at least 24 hours). There are no high sensitivity citizens registered with the city of Auburn at this time.  
 
Our Ongoing Commitment  
As part of our ongoing commitment, the City of Auburn will continue to review new products, technologies, and 
cultural practices as they become available in order to continue our effort to reduce herbicide use, while providing 
the safest, well maintained parks and facilities for all to enjoy.  
 
 

 



What Herbicides does the city use? 

• Milstone: Broadleaf and woody    
• Finale: Broadleaf and Grass    
• Base Camp: Broadleaf  
• Crossbow: Woody, Blackberries and Scotch broom  
• Ranger pro: Grasses   
• Polaris: Knotweed   
• Snapshot: Pre-Emergent 


